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ARGUMENT. 

Henri,  Marquis  of  Corneville,  who  has  been  since  childhood,  owing  to  civil  war,  an 
exile,  returns  to  his  ancestral  home  on  the  occasion  of  the  great  annual  fair  which  is  being  cele- 
brated in  the  village  that  receives  its  name  from  his  chateau.  It  is  one  of  the  old-fashioned  Nor 
man  villages  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

In  the  First  Act,  the  curtain  rises  on  an  assemblage  of  village  gossips,  discussing  scandal  and 
small  talk.  Serpolette,  a  cross  between  Fanchon  and  Boulotte,  is  the  topic  of  conversation 
among  the  belles  of  Corneville.  She  comes  in  just  in  time  to  turn  the  tables  on  the  others,  and 
changes  their  taunts  into  expressions  of  rage.  Gaspard,  an  old  miser,  wishes  to  marry  his  niece, 
Germaine,  to  the  principal  magistrate  of  the  district,  the  Baili.i.  Phis  arrangement  does  not 
suit  Germaine,  nor  a  young  fisherman  named  Jean  Grenicheux,  wno  pretends  that  he  has  saved 
her  life  from  drowning  on  a  certain  occasion.  To  escape  from  the  power  of  old  Gaspard,  Ger 
mains  takes  advantage  of  the  privileges  of  the  fair  (a  similar  scene  to  that  in  the  first  act  of 
"Martha''),  and  becomes  the  servant  of  the  Marquis.  Her  example  is  followed  by  Grenicheux 
and  Serpolette. 

The  Second  Act  is  taken  up  with  the  supernatural  visitors  who  have  made  the  Castle  of 
Corneville  so  long  an  object  of  dread.  Henri  determines  to  find  out  the  real  character  of  these 
ghostly  appearances,  and  discovers  that  it  is  all  the  work  of  the  old  miser,  who  has  concealed 
his  treasures  in  the  chateau.  The  discovery  drives  Gaspard  crazy,  especially  when  he  hears  the 
bells  of  the  chateau  ringing  for  the  first  time  since  the   flight  of  the  old  Marquis. 

The  Third  Act  represents  the  grand  fete  given  in  honor  of  the  return  of  Henri  to  his  an- 
cestral home.  Serpolette  arrives  as  a  Marchionesss,  as  some  papers,  found  in  the  chateau, 
indicate  that  she  is  the  lost  heiress.  The  miser,  however,  recovers  his  reason,  and  shows  that 
Germaine  is  the  true  Marchioness.  A  love  Duet  between  her  and  Henri,  and  the  reconcilia- 
tion ol  all  the  parties,  bring    the  romantic  story  to  a  close. 
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ACT   I. 

\Thc  stage  represents  a  Forest  Scene  //ear  the  village  oj  Cornevilte.  .-It  the  middle  oj  the  scene  is  a  fountain  somewhat  to  the  right  oj  the 
spectator.  At  the  first  entrance,  left,  is  a  tall  post,  bearing  a  bill  on  which  is  inscribed  in  large  letter*.  "  <  r»  nri>i//e  Market,  (,rand 
Hirin"  of  Maidservants,  Coachmen  and  Domestics."     Enter  Peasant'.'  and  village  maidens,'] 
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(Exeunt  Ontnes  except  Serpolette,  who  hides  herself.     She  then 
comes  forward  and  signs  to  the  other  peasant  girls  to  join  her.     They 
advance  with  hesitation,  and  form  a  circle  arjund  her. 
Serp.     Oh,  come   now !  you   must  not   take  a  little  sharp  talk    too 
much  to  heart,  girls.     You  know  you  began  it.     But  it's  all  over, 
and  I'm  noi  the  one  to  bear  malice.     Well,  I  admit  I  was  fool- 
ish enough  at  one  time  to  allow  this  miserable,  good-for-nothing 
fellow,  Jean  Grenicheux,  who  couldn't  speak  the  truth,  if  he  tried, 
to  keep   company  with  me.     Of  course,  when  that   horrid  old 
miser,  Gaspard,  brought  his  chalky-faced,  simpering  niece,  Ger- 
maine,  into  the  house,  Grenicheux  found  it  more  profitable  to 
dance  attendance  on  an  heiress  than  to  be  true  to  a  poor,  friend- 
'ess  girl.    ]But.  let  me  tell  you,  he's  wasting  his  time  there. 


Gertrude.     You  do  not  seem  to  have  a  particularly  good  opinion  ol 

Father  Gaspard. 
Serp.     Good  opinion  ?     Why,  bless   your  silly  heart !  he   is   such  » 

repulsive  creature,  that  I  often  wishsd  he  had  never  found  me  in 

the  fields  when  I  was  a  baby ! 
Manette.     Where  did  Germaine  spring  from  ? 
Serp.     Oh,  some  vulgar  stock,  I  suppose  !     Now  as  for  me,  do  you 

know,  girls,  that  I  often  dream  that  royal  blood  flews   In  the« 

veins,  and  that  princely  parents  are  hunting  all  over  the  world  for 

me ! 
Alu_    Royal  blood  !    A  princess  !_  Ha,  ha,  ha  b" 
Serp.     You  will  see,  som*  time  or  other  !     Listen; 
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Enter  Gaspard  and  the  Railli. 


Sebp.  What  do  yon  think  of  the  grand  wedding,  that  is  to  come  off 
soon  ?  Little  Germaine,  hardly  out  of  her  pinafores,  and  that 
precious  old  booby  of  a  Railli,  who  is  as  old  as  Methnsaleh,  and 
looks  like  a  scarecrow. 

B aii  i.i  to  Gasparp.     Well,  truly,  such  impertinence! 

Gasp.  You  wretched  foundling,  and  good  for  nothing  girl !  I'll 
make  you  feel  the  weight  of  my  cane. 

Serp.  1  know  yon  would  if  yon  conld  catch  me,  but  you  shall  not 
have  the  chance.  Now  for  a  race,  go  as  you  please.  (Exit,  jntr- 
iwed  by  Gasparo.) 

Railli.  Don't  excite  yourself,  Gaspard.  1  care  not  what  envious 
tongues  may  say,  as  long  as  the  fair  Germaine  is  to  be  my  bride. 

Gertrude.  Hii  bride  ?  January  and  May.  Listen,  girls,  to  the  ven- 
erable lover,  with  one  foot  in  the  grave. 

Gasp,  (reentering.)  Silence,  you  pack  of  scandal  mongers;  be  off 
at  once,  or  beware  the  consequences  ! 

(Exeunt  Village  girls  laughing.) 

R aii  i.i.  They  are  not  to  blame,  after  all,  as  long  as  your  niece,  Ger- 
maine, encourages  them. 

Gasp.  Why,  you  must  be  mistaken.  My  niece  would  not  associate 
with  such  hussies. 

Railli.  Well,  I  know  one  thing,  and  that  is,  she  never  loses  an  op- 
portunity to  encourage  the  attentions  of  that  wretched  fisherman 
Grenicheum. 

Gasp.  Pshaw  !  Ton  should  give  her  credit  for  more  taste.  Why,  he 
«erve*  rs  a  butt  of  ridicule  for  the  villaee. 


Railli.  Yon  forget  that  he  rescned  her  from  drowning  once,  and 
gratitude,  you  know. 

Gasp.  That  counts  for  nothing.  He  wag  fishing,  my  niece  fell  ofi 
the  rocks  into  the  sea,  and  lie  could  not  help  catching  something. 
Any  one  might  have  clone  the  same. 

Railli.  At  all  events,  don't  forget  your  promise,  Gaspard.  Germaine 
is  to  be  mine,  or  a  gentle  hint  to  the  authorities  about  «.ertaio 
goings  on  of  yours. 

Gasp,  (aside.)  Heavens  !  can  he  guess  !  No,  no,  it  cannot  be  (aloud.) 
Your  language  is  quite  an  enigma  tome,  1  assure  yon. 

Railli.  Indeed  !  For  instance,  your  administration  of  the  affairs  ol 
the  former  Martinis  of  Corneville,  who  has  been  an  exile  for  so 
many  years. 

Gasp.     My  administration  defies  investigation.     I  am  ready  to  meet 

the  Marquis,  or  his  son,  if  ever  they  return,  and  render  a  strict 

account. 
Bah  i  i.     Yon  are  very  confident  and  I  am  glad  of  it.     Now,    thv.se 

phantoms  that  haunt  the  castle. 
Gasp.     I  am  not  the  guardian  of  spirits.    If  they  wish  to  roam  around 

nightly,  how  can  1  help  it? 
Bailli.     Well,  1  shall  see  about  it  and  shall  search  the  chateau. 
Gasp.     Don't,  1  beg  of  you.     Leave  the  ghosts  in  their  own  quarters. 

and  do  not  set  them  loose  in  the  village.     What  is  the  use,  now  , 

in  being  over  zealous.     Germaine  shall  be  yours,  and  I'll  make 

preparations  for  a  hasty  wedding. 

Railli.     That  just  suits  me  (Grenichelx  heard  within).     Ah!  hen 

comes  that  miserable  fisherman. 
Gasp.     Leave  me  to  settle  his  pretentions  with  this  cane. 
Railli.     No,  no,  we  must  have  no  scandal  here.     Come.    (Exeunt 

< Enter  Grenkheux,  witkfisking  nets,  Ifc.,) 
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(Jjw«r  GKJutiXNi  Ixtiming,  Grenicheux  kidm.) 

GuUf.     Sorely  the  Toioe  came  from  this  direction.     Oh  I 

GUNIOHKUX.  {advaneinf.)     Yoa  heard  me,  Madamoiselle. 

Germ.     Perhaps  »o.     But  I  wae  looking  for  my  uncle,  and  not  you. 

Gren.     Indeed!  The  first  time  I  ever  knew,  the  old  skinflint  could 
sing.    1  thought  that  the  chink  of  gold  wa»  the  only  music  he  favored. 

Gkkji  No  matter  what  he  likes,  he  is  my  guardian. 

Qux  To  be  exchanged  for  another  soon,  I  hear. 

&SMM  Well,  that  is  news  for  me. 

8«n.  They  say  you  are  going  to  many  that  old  BaiOL 


Germ.     I  cannot  help  what  they  say,  nor  you,  for  believing  all  too 
hear. 

Girn.     Of  ooarse,  in  presence  of  sneh  a  wealthy  suitor,  poor  Greet 
oheux  will  be  soon  forgotten. 

Germ.  And  if  so,  I  am  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  a  ehoiee. 

Gxen.  Don't  forget,  that  you  owe  your  life  to  me. 

Gxrh.  You  take  good  oare  not  to  let  me  forget. 

QxKtr.  I  hare  the  best  right  to  yon. 

GxRJt.  I  oannot  admit  your  reasoning.    I  wish  to  be  try  own  mistrec 

Gbkn.     Until  old  Gaspard  brings  yon  ud  to  the  altar,  to  marry  > 

Bailli,  old  enough  to  he  your  grandfather. 
Germ.     You  are  talking  nraiM-nse  !     Do  not  fear,  !  shaH  set  forfel 
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( Crus  of  peirple  within. ) 

■iRKH.  (gotng  to  bad.)     What  is  all  this  commotion  about? 

Germ,  {gotng to  bad.)  Why,  what  a  strange  looking  man,  and  a 
qneer  looking  dress.      No  wonder  he  has  a  crowd  after  him. 

i  Enter  HKNRI,  in  Mexican  costume,  followed  by  villagert.) 

Henri.  Well,  snch  inquisitive  people,  I  declare.  Please  moderate 
yonr  curiosity.  It  may  be  a  rather  strange  costume  in  yonr  eyes 
bnt  yon  must  admit,  a  highly  picturesque  one.  Just  the  thing 
for  a  figure  like  this.  Well,  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  pretty  maid- 
ens, permit   me  to  introduce    myself  as  one  from  the  other  world. 

Village  Girls,  (tcreammg.)     A  ghost!  a  ghost! 

Hknri.  Well  no,  rather  too  substantial  for  that.  The  other  world  is 
America,  where  1  lived  among  the  savages. 

Qebm.     Do  all  the  savages  dress  like  you  T 

Henri.  Bless  yonr  pretty  face,  no.  The  savages  paint  as  the 
gTeat  ladies  do  in  France,  and  have  the  same  affection  for  other 
people's  hair. 


i 


iiKRTRCDE.     Please,  tell  us  all  aboit  them. 

Hknbi.     My  little  beauty,  you  must  really  excuse  me  now. 

All.     We  must  hear  the  story  now.     (All  crowd  around.) 

Hknri.  Really,  young  people,  you  will  spoil  this  costume.  Pleas*;, 
permit  me  to  suffer  Messieurs  the  savages  to  rest  for  the  present, 
as  I  wish  to  do. 

'•kkm.     Yon  are  a  stranger  here,  Monsieur. 


Hknbi.     Yes,  a  wandering  seaman.     I  left  my  bark  at  Hooflem  a/ 
intend  to  return  immediately  to  my  gallant  crew.     I  trust  vod 
curiosity  beiug  now  satisfied,  you  will  answer  aiy  question,    tf'hai 
do  you  call  that  chateau,  whose  towers  I  saw  rising  abc  t  tht 
tree-tops  as  I  came  along. 

Germ.  The  chatean  of  Corneville,  which  has  been  closed  against 
the  world  for  twenty  years.     It  is  haunted  by  ghosts. 

Hknbi.  How  romantic!  a  haunted  chateau!  I  have  heard  of  snoh 
things,  but  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  torm  tDe 
acquaintance  of  a  genuine  ghost.  I  shall  start  at  onoe  for  th« 
chateau. 

GekM.  (detaining  kirn.)  Oh,  sir,  you  know  not  what  a  terrible  dangei 
you  would  encounter.  Do  not,  I  beg  of  you,  brave  the  angei 
of  demons. 

Henri.  Sweet  lady,  have  I  not  braved  danger  before?  Have  I  not 
seen — 

All.  (crowding.)     Oh!  tell  us.     You  have  seen— 

Henri.     Nothing.    Why,  some  living  beings  are  wor»e  than  spirits. 

Bah  !  your  ghosts  are  masquerading  knaves. 

Germ.  Oh,  sir,  if  you  had  seen  the  windows  of  the  ohateau  lighteil 
up  by  unearthly  hands,  and  phantoms  flitting  across  the  illumi- 
nated halls.     No  one  has  ever  unlocked  the  doors  of  the  ohateau. 

Henri.     Hence  this  ghostly  legend. 

Germ.     There  is  another  legend  about  the  chatean. 

Henri.     Tell  me  of  it,  I  pray.     I  am  very  fond  of  legends. 

Germ.  It  says  that  when  one  of  the  old  family  of  Dobles,  that  for 
merly  dwelt  in  Corneville  returns  to  claim  his  ancestral  home, 
the  chimes  of  the  chateau,  which  have  been  so  long  silent  shall 
soond  onoe  more.     Listen  to  the  legend. 
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SCENE  II. 
Thi  Fair  or  Corneyillk. 
(£Mter  Grenicheux  frightened  and  out  of  breath.) 
Q&sn.  Was  there  ever  a  more  unfortunate  wretch  than  poor 
Urenicheux  f  A  fugitive  from  justice.  What  shall  I  do  I    I  have 


made  the  Bailli  and  Oaspard  my  enemies  for  life.  I  mast  in.  w 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  Germaine,  and  seek  service  of  some 
master  at  the  fair  to-day.  That  is  the  only  chance  left  for  me 
to  escape  the  clutches  of  the  Bailli  and  the  law. 
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(Enter  Peasant  Girts,     urenicheux  hides.) 

Ger.     That  o'd  Gaspard  ought  to   be  ashamed  of   himself,  to  treat 
poor  Germaine  in  such  a  Drutal  manner  ! 

All.     Shame !     Shame  I 

Gren.  {Coming forward)     Is  there  anything  the  matter,  my  dear? 
^Ger.     Yes;  you'll  find  it  out,  if    the   Bailli  or  Gaspard  lay  hands  on 
you  I 

3ren.     Oh,  save  me!     Save  me!     What  shall  I  do? 

>.R.     You   have   got    Germaine    into    a    nice    pickle.     Old  Gaspard 
swears  he'll  lock  her  up  ! 

jren.     Oh,  I  promise  never  to  meet  her  again.    (Cries  within.)  Here 
they  are  after  me  !     Help  !     Help  !     (Exit  Grenicheux.) 
(Enter  Notary,  Registrar,  Assessor  and  Attendants.) 

Vot.     Come,  girls,  do  not  loiter  here  ;  but  go  and  join  the  other  vil- 
lagers in  the  grand  procession.     Hasten,  or  you  will  be  too  late. 


(Exeunt  Village  Girls.) 

OT.  The  timid  little  dears  !  Be  still,  my  fluttering  heart !  Now 
gentleman,  I  wish  vou  to  bear  in  mind  that  in  consequence  of  th« 
anaccountabla  disappearance  ot  the  Bailli.  on  me  rests  tie  res 
ponsibility  of  opening  the  fair  of  Corneville.  I  wish,  therefore, 
that  all  due  respect  be  paid  to  the  dignity  of  my  office. 

All.  (Bowing.)    Yes,  noble  sir. 

Not.  A  little  lower,  gentlemen :  bena  your  backs  a  little  more 
There  ;  my  dignity  is  duly  honored.  Now  to  your  places.  Do 
not  run  in  that  manner,  like  untrained  school-boys;  but  in  this 
manner,  with  becoming  gravity  and  respect.  Now,  hand  me  mv 
wand  of  office.  Compose  your  looks  with  proper  solemnity 
Admit  the  servants,  and  let  us  hear  what  they  have  to  say. 

(Enter  Procession  of  Villagers.) 
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ACT  XL 


ENTR'  ACTE. 


J  hail  in  the  chateau  of  CcnevilU.  In  the  front  of  the  stage,  at  left  of  spectator,  two  large  windows,  conceaUe.  by  tapestry  curtains 
Opposite,  on  the  right  side,  at  front,  a  little  practical  door  in  the  wainscoting.  On  either  side  are  chandtliers.  in  which 
an  six  candles  nearly  consumed.  Further  up,  two  large  windows  open  at  the  right  on  a  gallery  which  leads  out- 
side to  the  river,  and  at  the  left,  on  another  conducting  to  the  other  parts  of  the  chateau.  Near  the  windows  and  the 
gallery  on  the  left,  at  the  back,  is  the  figure  of  a  warrior  in  iron  armor,  mounted  on  a  rolling  chariot.  A  table  and  chairs 
of  the  period  are  on  the  stage ;  there  is  also  a  piece  of  tapestry,  representing  a  hunt  in  the  lime  of  Henri  II.  When  the  ta 
pestry  is  drawn  aside,  a  second  hall  is  seen  which  is  covered  with  dust  and  cobwebs.  In  this  appartment,  which  extends  to  the  very 
back  of  the  stage,  stand  four  pedestals  surmounted  with  warriors  in  iron  uniform.  The  first  pedestal  at  the  left  has  lost  its  figure 
which  is  that  to  be  found  in  the  first  appartment,  mounted  on  a  chariot. 
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Henri.     Now,  my  lads,  leave  not  a  hall  unsearched.     Don't  forget  the  door  that  opens  on  the  river.     We'll  soon 
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NOTE.— This  song  should  be  sung  previous  to  No    14 
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I'LL  SHUT  MY  EYES. 

TRIO.    Serpolette,  Qrenicheux  &  Bailli. 

Enter  Serpolette,  Qrenicheux  and  Bailli,  groping  in  the  dark.     They  touch  each  other  and  recoil  with 
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Henri.  ( WVM «».)  Guard  the  doors,  my  men  I   We'll  hare  them  soon  1 
Serf.,  Gren.   &   Bailli.    (Falling  on  their  knees.)    We're  lost ! 

Mercy !     Mercy  I 
[Enter  Henri  antf  his  men.      Two  of  them  are  covered  with  a'ust.] 
Henri.     Hello  1  you  have  some  of  the  dust  of  ages  on  you.     Don't 

mind,  my  lads  :  you  shall  have  something  to  wash  it  down.    Can 

any  one  have  penetrated  beyond  this  hall  from  the  river? 
Germ.     Here  are  three — who  can  they  be  ? 
Henri.    Some  of  your  ghosts.     My  men  have  turned  the  tables  on 

them,  and  have  thoroughly  frightened  them. 
Gren.     Please,  good  ghosts,  spare  us  this  time  I 
Serf,  (looting  up.)     As  I  live,  there  is  Germaine  I 
Germ.    Why,  Serpo'.ette,  how  came  you  here  ? 
Bailli.     Little  Germaine  in  the  chateau  ! 
Henri.     Yea,  she  is  a  brave  girl,  and  one  not  afraid  of  ghosts. 


Germ.  Don't  be  too  sure  of  that,  my  lord.  I  have  been  trembling 
like  an  aspen  leaf  ever  since  I  entered  here,  and  my  heart  goes 
pit-a-pat  as  if  it  was  going  to  jump  out  of  my  mouth  any  moment 

Henri.  So,  Monsieur  le  Bailli,  this  is  the  care  you  take  my  chateau 
during  my  absence ! 

Bailli.     Your  chateau  ? 

Henri.     Yes,  mine.     Henri  de  Corneville,  returned  to  claim  his  own 

Bailli.     Most  wonderful !     I  am  delighted  to  hear  it  1 

Serp.     The  captain  a  marquis  I     Can  it  be  ? 

Henri.  Come,  sir,  is  this  the  way  you  attend  to  your  duties  ?  Al- 
lowing these  venerable  walls  to  be  made  the  sport  of  graceless 
mountebanks  ? 

Bailli.     My  lord,  I  assure  you 

Henri.     What  have  you  to  say  for  yourself,  sir  ? 

Bailli.     Those    scandal-loving    villagers   have   driren    me   ahnosi 
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Henri.  You  should  think  of  something  else  at  your  age  besides 
marriage  with  such  a  young  girl. 

Bailli.     My  lord,  if  you  will  permit  me 

Henri  Silence,  sir  1  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  these  so- 
called  ghosts  ? 

bAii-U.     They  do  not  cone  within  the  scope  of  my  official  duties. 

Germ.     Here's  one  on  rollers.      (Pushes  armed  figure  forward.) 

Hxxri.     There's  nothing  ureal  about  this  one. 


Serp.     Here  are  candles  that  have  been  lighted  recently. 

Henri.  We  are  coming  at  the  truth.  Now,  who  attends  to  rhssc 
candles  ? 

Gren.     His  satanic  majesty,  of  course 

Henri.  It  is  all  knavery,  we  shall  see.  Come — to  work  I  Here  is  a 
curtain,  perhaps  something  may  be  concealed  behind  it  {Raises 
arras  hangings  and  discovers  hall  with  armed  statues.) 

Gren.  (falling  on  his  knees.)    There  they  are  1  Save  me  I  Ssyb  ate 

Henri.     Peace,  fool  I    They  are  the  arms  of  my  noble  ancestors. 
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Hknrl  Pshaw  1  Here  is  the  explanation  of  this  wonderful  mytitei  y. 
There  can  be  only  one  entrance  for  these,  so-called,  ghosts  to  my 
chateau.  They  come  from  the  river  side.  No  one  can  know  any 
thing  about  our  coming  here.  We  arrived  when  the  moon  was 
hidden  behind  a  cloud.     Now  let  a  guard  be  placed  at  every  door. 

Ckrm.  Excuse  me,  my  lord,  but  here  is  a  door  we  have  not  seen 
before.     There  is  a  key  in  it. 

Henri.  Thanks,  my  dear.  Let  me  investigate  the  mystery.  (Exit 
Henri.) 

Skkv.     I  wonder  what  kind  of  ghosts  are  in  there  ? 

Bailli.     I  don't  believe  in  ghosts.     Where  are  they  ? 

Grkn.  Look  there!  Save  me  !  Save  me!  (Enter  Henri,  covered 
with  a  sheet.) 

Henri.  Well,  what  nonsense  !  Here  rs  some  of  your  ghostly  trum- 
pery.    By  the  way.  I  found  this  tin  box  which  may  contain  some 


important  documents.     By  Jove,  what  Is  this?     As  oAdal  doci 
ment !     Please,  Monsie  _r  le  Bailli,  read  It 

Raili.i.  (Reading.)     "  My  dear  Gaspard  " 

SERF  and  Germ.     What!     The  old  miser? 

Bailli.  (Reading)  "  I  am  obliged  to  fly  from  France.  My  inlaw 
daughter  I  confide  to  your  care.  Bring  her  up  as  a  simple  peasant 
girl,  as  I  fear  much  that  my  enemies,  were  they  to  know  that  sh< 
was  my  child,  would  kill  her.  My  dear  Gaspard,  do  all  for  be/ 
you  can,  and  when  I  return  I  shall  rep'./  you  an  hundred  fold 
(Signed.) 

"  Henri,  Marquis  of  Lucenat. 
"  May  16th,  1667." 

Serf.  One  moment !  I  am  convinced  I  am  h!»  child  I  I  was  fousJ 
by  Gaspard,  and  the  only  child  he  ever  found,  on  the  datt  men 
tioned.  I  am  the  long-lost  child.  I  am  the  Marchioness.  Look 
at  the  date. 
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Henri.  Well,  wa'll  admit  all  you  say,  Serpolette,  but  your  claims 
must  yet  be  decided  upon.  There  is  the  evidence  of  the  old 
miser,  Gaspard,  to  be  given. 

Serf.  Why,  how  can  there  be  any  doubt  about  the  matter?  Gas- 
pard  never  had  a  baby  besides  your  humble  servant. 

Gren.  For  heaven's  sake,  your  Highness,  let  me  go  home.  I  see  a 
ghost  in  every  wave  of  the  curtains. 

Henri.  You  miserable  effigy  of  a  man  !  Listen,  my  gallant  fellows 
— take  care  of  this  wretched  poltroon,  and  if  he  utters  one  cry, 
pitch  him  into  the  river! 

Gren.     Oh,  what  a  fate  is  mine ! 

Henri.  Now,  Serpolette.  (Sailors  hustle  Grenicheux  about,  and 
carry  him  away.) 

Serp.  "  Serpolette,"  my  lord  I  Such  undue  familiarity  !  The  "  Mar- 
chioness," probably,  you  meant  to  say. 

Henri.  Madmoiselle,  1  stand  corrected, — the  "  Marchioness,"  of 
course  !  Now,  would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  retire  to  yonder  tapes- 
tried room  for  a  few  minutes,  and  look  over  the  records  of  your 
family  ? 

Serf.     Certainly,  my  lord, — with  you  as  company. 

Henri.     I  have  other  business  to  attend  to. 

Serf.     But  a  Marchioness  all  alone  in  a  haunted  room  — 

Henri.     Armed  with  the  records  of  your  noble  birth. 

Skrp.     True ;   very  true.     But,  suppose   some   ghost   should   make 


tore  to  me? 

Henri.     Ask  him  his  pedigree — he  will  soon  vanish. 

Serp.     Well,  then,  my  lord,  I  shall  retire  for  the  present  to  read  the 
records  of   my  noble  family.     I    shall   leave  you  here  with   thil 
young  person.    I  believe,  they  call  her  Germaine.    "  Serpolet'e," 
indeed  !     "  Marchioness,"  I  say,  and  don't  you  forget  it! 
(Exit  Serpolette.) 

Germ.     Why,  my  lord,  all  are  gone,  and  we  are  all  alone. 

Henri.  Well,  suppose  so.  A  brave  little  heart  like  yours  fears 
nothing.  Come,  tell  me  about  this  marriage  of  yours,  with  that 
old,  broken-down  Bailli. 

Germ.  It  was  a  false  report.  Such  a  marriage  could  never  take 
place.     Besides,  there  was  Jean  Grenicheux. 

Henri.  What !  that  booby  ?  For  goodness'  sake,  what  right  had  he 
to  interfere  ? 

Germ.  My  lord,  he  has  an  influence  over  me  on  the  score  of  grati- 
tude. He  saved  my  life  once,  by  rescuing  me  from  the  sea,  after 
I  fell  from  the  rocks,  a  mile  or  so  from  the  village.  Although  I 
do  not  love  him,  I  must  be  grateful. 

Henri.  (Aside.)  The  unconscionable  rascal  !  To  claim  the  credit 
of  what  I  have  done !  (Aloud.)  Well,  I  had  no  idea  that  1  had 
engaged  a  coachman  who  is  in  the  knight-errant  business.  But 
your  face  reminds  me  of  days  when,  as  a  youth,  I  dreamed  of 
such  a  beautiful  being ! 
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{Knocking  heard  within) 

Henri      A'i  !  the  signal.     Now,  for  an  interview  with   the  ghosts. 
Thev  won't  like  it,  I  am  sure.     Serpolette  !     SerpoletteT    Oh! 
pardon  me — Marchioness!    Marchioness! 
(Enter  Serpolette.) 

SERF.  That  name,  Marchioness,  my  lord,  must  meet  a  ready 
response. 

Henri.  I  merely  wished  to  advise  your  ladyship  that  our  expected 
visitors,  the  ghosts,  are  about  to  put  in  an  appearance. 

Serf.     Oh,  save  me,  my  lord  !     I  don't  want  to  meet  them. 

Henri.  Fear  in  the  breast  of  the  Marchioness  De  Lucenay  ?  Why, 
I  am  surprised  ! 

Shrp.  Right,  my  lord  ;  I  am  once  more  on  my  dignity.  Marchion- 
ess, if  you  please  ;  don't  you  forget  it.  But  then,  is  there 
nothing  more  substantial  for  a  Marchioness  than  ghosts  ?  (Cries 
within)  Here  they  come  !  Here  they  come  ?  Ah,  save  me  ! 
Help  !     The  Marchioness  is  going  to  faint ! 

Henri.  Why,  you  silly  creature  !  these  are  only  my  men  !  Look  at 
this  staunch  little  craft  here,  Germaine,  who  fears  no  man! 

Germ.     My  Lord,  a  ghost  and  a  man  are  very  different  things  ! 

(Enter  Grenicheux,     Bailli,  &  Sailors.) 
Henri.     Now,  Monsieur  Le  Bailli,  we  shall  very  soon  have  an  op- 
portunity of  interviewing  those  precious  ghosts  of  yours. 
Bailli.     Your  Excellency,  one  of  your  crew  informs  me  that  there 


is  a  boat  on  the  river  approaching  the  chateau,  and  thst  one  man 

alone  Is  in  it. 
Gren.     Help!     Help!     Look  at  that  phantom ! 
Serf.     You   donkey!     It    is   only  the  curtain  which    I  was    polling, 

back 
Gren.     A  pul!  back  ?     Oh,  that  is  a  very  different  thing. 
Henri.  (Aside.)    That  miserable  liar.  Grenicheux  1     Won't  I   makt 

him  smart  for  his  intolerable  falsehoods.    (Aloud)  My  men,  this 

hall  will  be  the  first  place  where  the  ghosts  will  come      We  miwl 

hide,  so  as  to  intercept  them.     Now  some  one  must  remain  here 

on  guard.     Who  shall  it  be  ? 
A  Very  Small  Sailor  (steps  forward).    I,  captain. 
Henri.     Oh,  no  !     You  wouldn't  be  a  mouthful  for  a  ghost.     Let  mt 

see — I  want  the  bravest   man  in  the  crew.     Who  is  hel     Ah' 

here  he  is  !     (Claps  Grenicheux  on  the  back)    Come,  bo)s.  pui 

him  in  yonder  armor. 
Gren.     Oh,  please  your  highness,  I  am  scared  out  of  my  wits  ! 
Henri.     So  much  the   better.     They  are   not   of  much  use  to   you 

Put  him  in  the  armor  on  wheels. 
Gren.     I  shall  die  of  fright ! 

Henri.     So  much  the  better  for  the  ghosts,  and  the  worse  for  you  . 
Gren.     Let  me  go  this   time,  my  lord,  and  I  promise  never  to  com* 

here  again  ! 
Henri.     Nonsense  !     You  are  just  the  man  for  the  situation.     Claj; 

him  in  the  armor!     (Tht  sailors  place  Grenicheux  in  armor s 
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(Exeunt  Omnes  except  Grenicheux., 

Gren.  Well,  this  is  a  nice  fix !  Mailed,  and  waiting  for  a  ghost  to 
put  a  postage  stamp  on  me  !  What  shall  I  do  ?  I'd  sink  down, 
if  this  confounded  armor  would  only  permit  me.  What  is  that  ? 
A  light,  and  coming  this  way !  Who  is  it,  or  rather  what  is  it? 
I  must  shut  my  eyes  and  pray,  if  I  can,  for  protection. 
(Enter  Gaspard  carrying  a  lantern.) 

Gasp.  I  wonder  what  has  come  over  me  to-night.  1  feel  as  if  some- 
thing was  going  to  happen.  What  can  it  be  ?  Pshaw,  Gaspard  ! 
courage  !  Courage,  man  1  Leave  such  idle  fears  to  the  boobies 
of  yonder  village  ! 

Gren.  (Aside.     I  am  afraid  to  look  at  it,  whatever  it  is. 

Gasp.  Idle  fears  !  Why,  Gaspard,  old  man,  you  are  a  fool  I  No 
one  dare  venture  in  this  neighborhood  after  dark. 

Gren.  (Aside.)     Here  is  one  poor  devil  who  has  gone  and  done  it ! 

Gasp.  And  that  old  Bailli — what  did  he  mean  by  his  hints  to-day? 
Can  he  suspect  ?  No,  no !  And  yet  he  seemed  so  positive  !  Ban  ! 
Cheer  up,  Gaspard !  No  one  knows  where  you  keep  your  savings 
bank.  The  old  chateau  of  Corneville — what  a  hiding-place  !  No 
absconding  cashier,  no  speculative  president.  (Rolls  armor  with 
Grenicheux  up  and  down.) 

Gken.     Mercy  I     Mercy! 

Gasp.  What's  the  matter  with  you  ?  Did  you  speak?  Pshaw  I  An 
old  armor  that  has  rusted  here  for  ages.  Gaspard,  if  you  go  on 
like  this,  you  will  soon  be  as  big  a  fool  as  any  of  the  bumpkin*  of 
yonder  village.     (Places  lantern  and  money  bags  on  table.) 

Gren.     What  a  narrow  escape  !     Now  I'm  only  an  old  rusty  armor. 

Gasp.  What  did  that  old  fool  of  a  Bailli  mean  by  his  questions 
about  the  former  Marquis  and  my  administration  of  his  affairs? 

Grkn.  (Aside.)     I  think,  upon  my  word,  that  I  am  going  to  faint ! 

Gasp.  (Lighting  candles)  And  only  think  of  it — Germaine  gone  off 
with  that  foreign  captain,  when  I  had  everything  arranged  for 
her  wedding  with  the  Bailli ;  but  I  shall  have  her  back — I  shall 
have  her  back !  There  is  law  in  this  country,  even  if  it  is  Nor- 
mandy ;  and  the  Bailli  shall  have  his  bride,  and  I  shall  be  then 
rid  of  hiiF  and  her.  She  has  been  such  a  charge  I  Little  did  her 
father,  the  Marquis  De  Lucenay,  think  what  a  responsibility  he 


placed  on   my  shoulders,  when  he   committed  this   child   to  mj 
care.     But  I  shall  make  a  good  thing  out  of  it   (Lights  candles) 

Gren.  (Aside.)  It  is  lighting  up — now  I  am  gone!  Let  me  say  my 
prayers. 

Gasp.  My  plans  are  too  well  laid  to  be  discovered,  unless  one  Mar- 
quis should  come  back  to  claim  his  inheritance,  and  the  othet 
to  claim  his  daughter. 

Gren.  (Aside.)     Why  does  it  light  so  many  candles  ? 

Gasp.  What  an  ugly  dream  I  have  had  !  1  thought  that  the  Mar- 
quis De  Lucenay  came  back  and  claimed  his  daughter  from  m* 

Gren.  (Aside.)     What  an  ugly  face  this  ghost  has ! 

Gasp.  (Unlocking  door  and  entering  small  room.)  And  now,  for  my 
precious  gold,  my  darling  treasure  !  Let  me  see  it  once  again  au« 
add  to  it.    My  darling  gold  !  My  mistress  that  ever  smiles  on  roe  : 

Gren.  Why,  as  I  live,  it  is  old  Gaspard,  that  wretch  of  a  raiser  I 
Heavens  !  he  would  kill  me,  if  he  should  recognize  me  !  Now,  I 
must  be  wary  in  dealing  with  such  an  old  scoundrel ! 

Gasp.  (Entering  with  bags  of  gold.)  Oh,  my  darling  gold  !  My  dai 
ling  gold  !  Mistress  of  my  heart !  (wrapping  himself  in  a  sheeij 
By  the  way,  I  must  not  torget  my  ghost  business.  Here  is  a 
spiritual  medium  of  the  first  water — terms  moderate.  Now,  then, 
to  perplex  the  boors  of  the  village.  Oh,  confound  this  old  armor 
(Pushes  Grenicheux  before  him.) 

Gren.     Help!     Help! 

Gasp.  What  did  you  say  ?  Gaspard,  you  are  an  ass  I  Only  a  pie** 
of  rusty  armor !  Do  you  wish  to  be  afraid  of  your  cwn  ghosts 
(Goes  to  window  and  waves  sheet.)  There  now,  if  any  country 
bumpkin  sees  me,  he  will  rush  home  and  tell  his  folks  that  the 
devils  are  holding  high  carnival  in  the  chateau  of  Corneville ! 
By  the  way,  if  ever  1  catch  that  miserable  fisherman,  Grenicheux. 
I'll  kill  him  !      (Puns  armor  up  and  down.) 

Gren.     Police!     Police! 

Gasp.  What's  that  you  sa«  ?  Pshaw  ! — only  imagination  I  Now 
only  think  of  it — the  liailli,  Germaire,  the  Marquis  and  the  ac- 
counts. Ah,  here  is  something  to  console  me  !  My  gold  !  mj 
gold  !  my  darling  gold !  (Sits  down  to  table,  opens  bags  of  %ouL 
and  counts  his  money.) 
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Vengeance  is  sped.  And  lights  now    on  your  wicked  head  ;  Then  trem  -  ble,  old  man  !  We    are  thy  doom ! 
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SCENE. —  The  stage,  to  its  full  extent,  represents  a  park,  with  statue  [[CLektiu'IjE.     Poor  old  Gaspard  !  he  is  insane  beyond  all  hope.- 
and  shrubbery.     This  scene  is  as  ?ay  and  brilliant  as  possible.    Al  '     IIIL:  ('IKIS'     A  madman!  be  may  injure  us. 
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(Gaspard  rinks  into  a  chair.    Enter  Bailli,  Peasant  Girls  sur- 
rounding him.) 

Peasant  Girls.  My  dear  Bailli !  Why,  how  well  you  look  1  Where 
have  you  been  ?  You  seem  worried.  What  has  become  of  the 
bride?  How  about  the  honeymoon?  Have  you  brought  her 
back,  or  has  she  given  you  the  slip  ? 

Balli.  Be  quiet,  for  goodness'  sake.  Never,  in  my  life,  have  I  had 
such  a  succession  of  queer  adventures.  Bells,  ghosts,  the  re- 
turn of  the  Marquis,  crazy  Gaspard,  and  the  grand  transforma- 
tion of  everything,  have  well  nigh  turned  my  bead.  Then,  only 
think  of  little  Serpolette  and  that  fisherman,  Grenicheux. 

All.     Please,  tell  us  about  them. 


Bailli.  Well,  the  court  has  examined  into  the  question  of  Serpo 
lette's  claim.  They  found  that  the  page  was  removed  from  th« 
register,  at  the  date  of  the  1 6th  of  May,  1667.  But  the  proofs  are 
in  favor  of  Serpolette,  and  show  that  she  is  the  daughter  of  th« 
Marquis  De  Lucenay.    Therefore,  the  court  decides  in  her  favor 

Gren.  {Within)  Here  comes  her  Serene  Highness,  the  MarchioD 
ess  De  Lucenay,  and  her  noble  factotum,  the  Honorable  Jew 
Grenicheux. 

Bailli.     Only  listen  to  that  scoundrel  ! 

All.     Oh,  what  a  magnificent  turnout !     What  a  grand  lady  I 

Gert.     Why,  girls,  it  is  our  Serpolette  ! 

(Enter  SERPOLETTE  and  GRENICHEUX.) 
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Gert.     So,  Serpolette,  you  have  returned  to  us  once  morel 

Gren.     YeB,  good  people,  her  highness — 

Serf.     Shut  up  about  ray  Highness.     Well,  I  have  condescended  to 

see  you  once  more.     Bye  the  way,  yonng  person,  there  is  some 

festival  in  progress  here. 
Gert.     Oh  yes  !  the  Marquis  celebrates  his  return  from  exile. 
Gben.     As  we  shall,  when  we  open  our  chateau. 
Serf.     Will  you  be  still?    Ah  !  there  was  a  person  named  Germaiue. 
Gert.    Oh,  she  is  the  particular  friend  of  the  Marquis.     They  say — 
Serf.     It  looks  bad.     I  ara  astonished  she  should  he  so  indiscreet. 
Gren.    It  is  scandalous. 

Serf.     Hold  your  tongue,  sir.     Go  and  attend  to  my  carriage. 
Gren.  (ande.)    She  is  an  absolute  tyrant.     I  shall' not  submit  much 

longer  to  her  intolerant  aire,     (aloud.)    Tour  Highness's  orders 

shall  be  obeyed.     (Eiit  Gren.) 
Baii.u.     Excuse  me,  my  lady,  bnt  I  cannot  listen  to   auy  charges 

•gainst  such  a  good  girl  as  Germaine. 
Skkj     'elevating  eye  glass.)     Ah  I  I  reoolleot.     The  elderly   person  who 

wished  to  marry  this  Germaine. 
Biii.Li.     I  acknowledge  that  I  made  a  fool  of  myself  in  trying  to  win, 

one  young  enough  to  be  my  grand   daughter.     But  I  maintain, 

Germaine  is  a  good  girl. 
Sskp.     Well,  old  gentleman,  the  subject  is  beneath  the  notioe  of  the 

noble  Marchioness  and  Countess  De  Lncenay.     Can  any  of  you 

toll  me  about  a  certain  miser  named  Gaspard  ' 


All.     lie  is  oraiy.  my  lady.     (Gasp,  dance*  intmuh/.) 

Sebf.  What  a  horrible  creature  I  I  shall  speak  to  him  however.  Par- 
haps  the  dignity  of  my  presence  may  restore  him  to  ream*. 
Gaspard,  I  say,  approach  me. 

Gasp.     Why,  it  is  little  Serpolette. 

Sekp.     No  sir,  you  address  the  Countess  De  Lncenay. 

Gasp.  Ah!  now  I  remember.  The  Count  De  Luoeuay,  committed 
his  daughter  to  my  care.- 

Sebp.     Behold  that  daughter. 

Gasp.    You  I  why,  you  must  be  crazy. 

Serf.     You  horrible  creature,  it  is  you  who  are  crazy. 

Gasp.  Serpolette  the  daughter  of  the  Count  De  Lncenay  I  Why 
it  is  the  best  joke,  I  have  heard  for  a  long  time . 

Se»f.     Begone,  old  man.     Try  and  recover  your  senses. 

(Gaspakd  dances  and  sings.] 

Baili.i.     Excuse  the   old  fool,    my  lady.     He  is  not  responsible  h 

what  he  says. 
Serf.     He  is  beneath  the  notice  of  the  Countess  De  Lncenay,  Ah  I  ths 

music !  the  dance  !  just  the  thing  for  me. 
Bailli.     Surely  your  ladyship  would  not  condescend. 
Serf.     Just  the  very  thing  my  ladyship  will.     Old  man,  I  shall  selea 

you  as  a  partner,  but  first  let  me  »ing  you,  one  of  our  old  No* 

man  songs. 
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(ErUer  Henri.) 

Henri,   (etopp «ng  Ui  laiub. )     Bravo!  liravo!   Excellent! 

-!krp.  G<»)d  gracious  !  the  Marquis  to  fiml  me,  a  Countess,  danoing 
the  cancan. 

lUir.u.  My  lord,  I  wan  just  remarking  to  the  noble  Countess  De 
Laoenay. 

Hknri.  Yes,  so,  I  perceived,  with  your  toes.  Let  me  not  interrupt 
yon.     So,  my  dear  Countess,  yon  have  come  back  to  us  again. 

Serf.  Well,  res.  Marquis.  My  first  idea  was  to  be  presented  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  and  the  royal  palace  just  suited  me. 

Henri.     Did  yon  wish  to  pnrohase  it  1 

Serf.  Tea,  bat  I  changed  my  mind.  I  grew  tired  of  having  all  the 
great  lords  of  the  court  at  my  feet. 

Henri.     Imploring  one  kind  word. 

SRBF.     Dukes,  marquises,  barons,  all  suppliants  for  my  favor. 

Henri.     Begging  a  single  smile — 

Serp.  Yet  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  forsake  you  all.  I  said  if  I 
must  buy  a  castle,  or  palace  somewhere,  why  not  give  Normandy 
the  first  show?  Now  there's  yours,  Marquis.  What  will  you  take 
for  your  castle  ? 

Henri.     Well,  really,  it's  not  yet  in  the  market. 


Serf.  If  it  should  be,  consider  me  a  bidder— with  all  its  former  ter- 
rors it  is  dear  to  me  as  having  be  so  long  the  repository  of  the 
records  of  my  birth  and  station. 

Henri.      Now,    my    friends,  make  yourselves  at  home.      Monsivr 
Sheriff,  will  you  act  as  escort  for  Mademoiselle  to  the  castle,  and 
also  show  all  the  other  guests  what  is  to  be  seen. 

Bailli.     Ah  !  such  an  honor,  with  the  most  profound  pleasure. 

Serp.     Oh,  Monsieur,  you  are  too  kind.     (Takes  his  arm.) 

Bailu.  Happiness  excessive.  Follow  me,  friends.  (Exeunt  Omnes 
except  Marquis.) 

Henki.  Poor  little  Serpolette  !  What  a  disappointment  it  will  be  hi 
her,  when  the  truth  becomes  known.  And  sweet  Germaine,  how 
I  have  learned  to  love  her.  I  must  disabuse  her  mind,  sometime, 
of  her  fancied  obligations  to  that  lying  scoundrel,  Grenichenx. 
Ah  !  here  comes  the  rascal,  looking  like  •  popinjay.  (Retire*  up 
stage.     Enter  Gren.) 

Gren.  I  cannot  stand  this  any  longer.  Suppose  she  has  become  a 
titled  lady,  that  is  no  reason  why  she  (hould  treat  me  like  a  dog 
Give  me  Germaine  any  day  before  her.  I'll  give  up  the  Mar- 
chioness for  Gaspard's  niece.  She  thinks  that  I  saved  her  life  by 
rescuing  her  from  drowning. 

Henri,  (coming  forward.)  Indeed  !  So  my  coachman  saves  yonnj 
ladies  from  drowning  1 

Gben.  Yes,  my  lord,  it.  was  a  most  daring  and  successful  effort  on  m] 
part. 

Henri.     Pray,  tell  ine  all  about  this  wonderful  adventure. 
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(S«/«r  Germaine  »np«rc«wi/.) 

Hevri.  You  unconceivable  liat  !  So  you  claim  the  credit  of  rescuing 
Germaine  from  a  watery  grave.  Now,  here  in  my  answer.  (Strikis 
him.) 

Gben.    Oh,  my  lord,  pardon  !  pardon  !  I  didn't  do  it. 

Henbi.  You  rascal!  Don't  you  recollect  that  I  was  the  captain  of  a 
certain  vessel,  which  was  off  the  coast  at  the  time,  and  that  I  res- 
cued the  lady  in  question,  from  a  watery  grave,  and  afterward* 
confided  her  to  your  care.  Now  you  claim  all  the  credit  of  having 
reseueil  her. 

J  BEN.     My  lord  1  I  acknowledge  all 


Henbi.  Now,  then,  yon  rascal,  go  to  Germaine  and  acknowledge  the 
truth,  only  don't  mention  my  name.  If  you  fail,  I  shall  hang 
you  from  the  battlements  of  the  castle. 

Germaini,  {nuking  forward.)  Enough,  my  lord  I  then  yon  are  the 
preserver  of  my  life,  not  this  cowardly  olaimant  1 

Hbnri.     My  dear  Germaine! 

G»RM.  I  have  heard  all.  My  life  is  yours,  begone,  miserable  de 
ceiver! 

Gben.     Oh  !  I'm  off.     It  was  not  an  agreeable  secret  after  all. 
[Exit  Grknichktx 
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{Cries  within.     Enter  Sekpoi.ette,  dragging  Grenicheux  by 
the  ear.     Bailli,  Peasants,  etc. 

Grkh.     You  may  say  what  you  please — I  am  sick  of  tlie  service! 

Serf.  What  a  cowardly  wretch  !  Look  here  !  I  am  your  mistress, 
and  you  must  obey  me  ! 

Gren.     1  shan't  do  it  1 

Serp.  (Boxing  his  ears,)     There  !  take  that,  you  wretch  ! 

Henri.     Noble  countess,  there  is  some  trouble  here. 

Serf.     1  should  say  so.     This  fellow  says  you  want  to  hang  him. 

Gren.     From  the  battlements. 

SERP.  Hold  your  tongue !  I  don't  want  a  servant  of  mine  at  th» 
tight  end  of  a  rope. 

Gren.     With  his  neck  broken. 

Serp.  Will  you  ever  be  quiet  ?  Now,  my  lord,  it  is  a  very  disagree- 
able thing  for  me,  a  marchioness,  to  have  a  servant  at  the  end  of  a 
rope ! 

H^nri.  Well,  I  acknowledge,  it  is  rather  derogatory  to  your  dignity, 
therefore,  I  forgive  him  this  time,  for  your  sake  ;  but  allow  me  to 
present  an  old  friend  of  yours,  Germaine — you,  surely,  cannot 
nave  forgotten  her. 

Sekp.  Oh,  yes,  I  believe  there  was  a  young  person  of  that  name  whom 
I  have  honored  with  my  acquaintance;  but,  then,  Marquis,  since 
I  have  become  Marchioness  and  Countess  de  Lucenay,  I  move  in 
quite  another  sphere.  (Enter  Gaspard,  crazy.) 


Gren.     Crazy  Gaspard  !     1  want  to  go  home. 

Gasp.     Ah,  everybody  thinks  that  old  Gaspard  is  crazy,  but  he  knows 

better.     He  knows  all  about  the  haunted  chateau  <wd  its  secrets. 
Ah,  here  is  the  paper  that  can  tell  all  about  the  Coud*  de  Lucenay  t 

daughter.  (Shows  paper.) 
Henri.  (Snatching paper.)     What  do  I  read  !     Germaine  is  tht  long 

lost  Marchioness  ? 
Gasp.     Help!     Help!     They  rob  me  of  my  papers  ! 
Henri.  Gaspard,  look  at  me  !  I  am  the  son  of  your  old  master,  Henii 

de  Corneville.     Come,  acknowledge  your  fault,  and   declare  the 

truth.  Germaine  is  the  real  daughter  of  the  Marquis  de  Lucenay. 
Gasp.     My  lord !    my   lord !     Where  have    I    been  ?     My  head  still 

whirls.     Ah!  yes,  yes ;  now  I  recognize   you.     You   are    myo'll 

master's  living  picture  !     Please,  forgive  a  poor  old  man  I    (Falli 

on  his  knees.)     A  poor,  poor   old    man  !     And  she,  Germaine,  is 

the  child  intrusted  to  my  care. 
Serp.     You  horrid  old  miser — who  then,  am  I  ? 
Gasp.     Why  only  Serpolette,   the    mischief-maker   of   the  village — a 

peasant  s  daughter,  that  is  all ! 
Henri.     Well,  Gaspard,  I'll   forgive  you  for  all,  aa  long  as  you  bars 

such  a  sweet  petitioner  here. 
Serp.     But  what  is  to  become  of  me  ? 
Gren.     Please,  take  compassion  on  your  bumble  servant  I 
Serf.     Well,  I  suppose  that  is  all  left  to  me  now. 
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